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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



On Forms 1449 which accompany this Communication, Applicant's Representatives have 
provided the Examiner with a copy of a research proposal entitled "DNA Binding by a New Motif: 
Transformation of EF-Hands to HTH Motifs". The research proposal was one of three proposals that 
were part of a packet of application materials sent by Dr. Sonya J. Franklin, the named inventor of 
the above-identified application, to prospective employers in response to advertisements for faculty 
positions which requested those research proposals. It is Dr. Franklin's understanding that the 
research proposals were only distributed confidentially to, and would be discussed privately with Dr. 
Franklin by, faculty who would vote on whether or not to offer her employment. 

Thus, it is Applicant's Representatives position that there was insufficient accessibility of 
the above-referred to research proposal to the interested public to render the proposal a publication. 
Therefore, it is Applicant's Representatives position that the research proposal is not a "printed 
publication" under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's Representatives at the below-listed 
telephone number if there are any questions regarding this communication. 
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